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SUBJECT: Guidance Memo No. 04-2001 – Amendment 1
Implementation of the VPDES General Permit for Discharges from Petroleum Contaminated Sites 

TO: Regional Directors, Fred Cunningham

FROM: Jon van Soestbergen, Director
Office of Water Permit Programs

DATE: August 3, 2004

COPIES: Regional Water Permit Managers, Regional Compliance Managers, James Barnett, OWPP staff

Summary:

This summary constitutes the guidance amendment.  Section 80.A.5 of the subject General Permit Regulation
(effluent limitations and monitoring requirements for discharges of petroleum products other than gasoline into
saltwater receiving waters) requires permittees to monitor effluent for Total Petroleum Hydrocarbons (TPH). 
Analytical methods listed as acceptable for TPH analyses within this section of the regulation include the
Wisconsin Diesel Range Organics (DRO) test method and EPA Method 8270C.  The General Permit Regulation
allows permittees to use EPA Method 8015B for diesel range organics, in addition to the Wisconsin DRO method
and 8270C, for hydrostatic test discharges and discharges of petroleum products other than gasoline into
freshwater.  Staff may allow permittees to use EPA Method 8015B for Diesel Range Organics for monitoring the
discharge of petroleum products other than gasoline into saltwater.

Electronic Copy:

An electronic copy of this guidance document in PDF format is available for staff internally on DEQNET, and
for the general public on DEQ’s website at www.deq.virginia.gov/water

Contact Information:

Please contact James Barnett, Office of Spill Response and Remediation, at (804) 698-4289 or
jsbarnett@deq.virginia.gov with any questions regarding the application of this guidance.

Disclaimer:

This document is provided as guidance and, as such, sets forth standard operating procedures for the
agency.  However, it does not mandate any particular method nor does it prohibit any particular method
for the analysis of data, establishment of a wasteload allocation, or establishment of a permit limit.  If
alternative proposals are made, such proposals should be reviewed and accepted or denied based on their
technical adequacy and compliance with appropriate laws and regulations.
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